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FROM 


The Reverend Mr — 
\ 75 : Rector of 7ale-College in New-Haven, 
= To the 
ev. Mr. Edvards of North- Hampton, 


Expoſtulating with Him for his injurious Reflections 
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» et 
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In his late TT E R to a Friend; 


And ſhewing, 


That Mr. Edwards in contradicting the Rector, plainly contradicts 
3 Himſelf. 
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T. Fleet, at the Heart and Crown in Cornhill. 
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Reverend Sir, 
OME Months ago, when I heard a Report of a ConiradiFien 
between us, I wrote fome Letters to you in a pacific Manner, 
repreſenting the ill Conſequences of it to Religion, and endea- 
vouring to come to a right Underſtanding, In your Anſwers, it 
appeared to me, that you plainly conceded to the Subſtance of what J had 
aid, and yet ſeem'd unaccountably to inſiſt upon a Contradiction; tho* I 
could ſee but little or none, but only between the feveral Parts of your 
Letters. And you ſent a Letter to Boon to be printed, containing 
fundry Reflections upon me, which neceſſitated me to write a Letter to 
a Friend, giving him a ſhort Account of the Cale, and which was tho't 
neceſſary to be printed 1 in my Vindication, This Letter charg'd you 
with no Crime, entred into no Controverſy with you, but rather . compro- 
miſed Matters, and repreſented that there was no Contradiction between 
us ſo great, as to be worthy of any publick Controverſy, Clamour or 
Diſpute. 
This pacific Repreſentation has exaſperated you ſo much the more: 
and has occaſioned you to write in a bitter Manner, declaring, that there 
was a great Contradiction between us, and that it was your ind, ipen jolie 
Duty publickly to contradift me. 
A dog State of the Caſe is this: f „ 
poſe Mr. / had a Scheme or Deſign to turn out the genera⸗ 
lity e Niuider in the Country, by perſwading People to diſcard or 
ſeparate from them as being unconverted, and to get a Supply ol , 
ted ones, many of which were to be Foreigners. as , 


-Þ 4 A Leiler from the Rev v. Mr. CL Ar, Gc 


| After diſcourſing upon this with you, I reported, that you ſaid theſe 
Words, Mr. Vbitefeld told me, that he deſigned to turn the genera- 


ie ity of Miniſters in the Country out of their Places, and bring over 


+ Miniſters from England, Scotland and Ireland, and place them in their 
Rom... = „ me cw | 1 , 
Upon which, you in your Letters to me ſay theſe Words. 
& Tho? I remember no Converſation about Mr. V at that Time, 


yet I have on ſome Occaſions mentioned it as my Opinion, that Mr. 


„% was formerly in the Opinion and Seh EME of People's forſa- 
% king unconverted Miniſters, which poſſibly you might hear of from 


others. — I heard Mr. W— ſay, that he had Thoughts of bringing 


© over & Number of young Men from England, to be ordained by the 
« Tennant's. I have ſometimes ſaid to others, as I inform'd you in my 
late Letter to you, that I ſuppoſed that Mr. J/— was formerly of 


<« the Opinion, that unconverted Miniſters ought not to continue in the 


1 Miniſtry ; and I do ſuppoſe that he endeavoured to propagate this 
& Opinion, and a Practice agreeable to it. It is true alſo, that I talked 


* with Mr. J — about judging other Perſons to be unconverted. Tho?, 
« as I ſaid, I remember no Converſation about Mr. — at that Time; 


— 


yet it is poſſible 1 might allo ſay to you, that I believed Mr. did 
aim at People's forſaking unconverted Miniſters, and to endeavour 
< that there ſhould be a Supply .of converted ones as far as in him lay; 


* ar ſomething to that Purpoſe, In the ſame Diſcourſe it is poſſible I 
might mention what Mr, J/— told me of his Deſign of bringing o- 


„% ver fome young Men from England, to be ordain'd by the Tennant's 


£6 in the Terſeys.” 


> 9 * 


-- Theſe Words I quoted in my printed Letter, and ſaid, ha tbo* you 


bad uot uſed axefly the fame Terms (in expreſſing Mr. W—s Scheme) as 
had done; yet you had uſed a variety of thoſe which were equally full and 


ftrong.. Aud if we fill, differ, it is only about ſome particular Terms, and 


inconſiderable Circumſtantials, which are not worthy of any Controverſy or 
Difute——And I am of the fame Mind till. bs 


Now this agreeing Repreſentation has very much exaſperated you; 


and in your printed Letter you ſay, that it appears you have owned 


dont om Report, but molt ſolemnly denied every, Article of jr.” 
W- a +29" 33 4 _ + # 4 1 N i 1 * - : 2 T 7 : þ. 3 
"*And.proceed to make a moſt ſolema Declaration or Oath in theſe. Words, 


I bave. no, Remembrance that ever Mr. }V/— faid any Thing te 


2 4 me ef ahy Deſign of his turning out any Miniſters, or ever ſo much 


22 E ap hinted any 1 hing of chat Natur E, Or of his br inging Over any 
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« Candidates from Scotland or Ireland, into any Part of America, os 
from any other Country in Europe into New- England, or that ever 
&« I reported any ſuch Thing to Mr, Clap, or any other Perſon, or 
ce that ever any Thought of Mr. / — 4's ſaying or hinting any Thing 
« [ike either of thele Things ever entred into my Heart, *till I heard 
« them as coming from Mr, Clap.“ —_ 
here is a great Contradiftion between us. 

6 And it is my indiſpenſible Duty publickly to contradict him? 


This is the State of the Caſe, and the principal Queſtion upon it is, 
Whether this great Contradiction lies moſt between you and me, or between 


you and yourſelf? 


Now 1n order to determine this Queſtion, I ſhall particularly go 


over my Worc's and yours, and compare them together. 


I expreſs'd Mr. /——&'s Schu in theſe Words, | hat be defign'd 
to turu out the Miniſters, — &c.] You expreſs it in theſe Words [ Mr. 
« J/—— was in the Opinion and ScHEME of People's forſaking un- 
* converted Miniſters; that unconverted Miniſters ought not to continue in 
e the Miniſtry; that he endeavoured to propagate this Opinion and a 


e Practice agreable to it; that be aimed at People's forſaking unconverted 


« Miniſters, and endeavour'd that there ſhould be a Supply of converted ones 
« as far as in him lay.“ — Here you have expreſſed Mr. }/—— 7's 
Scheme in much fuller and ſtronger Terms than I did, eſpecially as to 


the Way and Method by which it was to be effected; and this is ex- 


actly agreable to what I and others always ſuppoſed, viz. that Mr. 
WH —— deſigned to turn out the Miniſters in this Manner, by laying a 
SCHEME that People ſhould forſake them, by advancing this Opinion, 
that unconverted Men ought not to continue in the Miniſiry; and endeavour- 
ing to propagate this Opinion among the People, and the Practice agrea- 
ble to it, i. e. their forſaking them accordingly, _ 5 


Now ſince you have here in ſuch full and ſtrong Terms expreſſed and 


declared Mr. W— d's ScHEME, it ſeems very unaccountable to me, 
to ſee you ſo flatly deny it, and I think you muſt have in your own 

Mind ſome ſtrange Quibble or Equivocation, 

Perhaps you't lay, that Mr. /—— did not deſign 79 ſurn them out 

bimſelf, but laid a Scheme how the People ſhould do it by forſaking of 

them. But is not this in effect, the /ame Thing ? 5 
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Voured to Propagate this Opinion 


the World ink that he had been 


Perhaps you' 
the People (perh 


lay, that Mr. A dis 


aps the Converte 


the reſt adhere to him, and ſo he 


contrary to your 


Crown not withſta 
give to ſuch a D 
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A Letter from the Rev. My, Cn xn, Ge. » 
Ca. 5 folemnly deny that he was to be lururd out.“ But, dear Sir, it is ama» 
kon, ring to me to think that a Gentleman of your Sincerity and Integrity 


eard ſhould ufe any ſuch folemn Quibbles and Equivocations, to amuſe and 
2 044 decieve the World, And yet I muſt ſay, that I can imagine no other 
) in Way to reconcile your ſolemn Declaration with your Letters, or with 
his the leaſt appearance of Truth. 

n in 1255 you ſay, I have ſometimes ſaid to on! hers, that T ſrppoſed 
but «Mr. Was formerly of the Opinion that unconverted Miniſters 
be ce ought not to continue in the Miniſtry : And I Go /: ee he endea- 
10t « your'd to propagate this Opinion, Ce. But all that ever I {aid about 


« jc, has been only as expreſſing my Ofinion, and not any Geclared De- 
ee fon of Mr. Vb d.“ But what can you mean by this Diſtinction? 


of * Muſt we ſuppoſe that Mr. W-— d laid this Scheme, and propaghted | 
d this Opinion and Practice, and yet had no Den in it? or that this De- | 
18 ſign was ſecret and not open and declared? I never ſuppoſed that he 
5 made an open and formal Declaration of it; calling God to Witne(s to the 
t Truth of it. But only that he expreſſed himſelf ro you in ſuch Terms as 
1 | were plainly to be underſtood. Or do you mean that this was a meer 


Opinion or Suppoſition in you, founded upon no {ficient Evidence ? 
Many others ſuppoſed there was ſufficient Evidence of it from his 
preaching and Fournals, and I preſume, as I always underſtood you, that 
you hadfiefrom his own Mouth, And certainly [ muſt preſumę that you 
had ſome very good Reaſon and Evidence for it, or elſe you would neven 
have taken up doch an Opinion of Mr. -d, and publiſh'd it to others, 
as you own you did. And if you did ra/bly take Dal and pub if ſuch an 
Opinton of him, meerly upon Report or evil Sur: niifing, Without any 
ſufficient Foundation, you ought to make a publick Recantaiion ard Ac- 
, ienowledgment for abuſing Mr. — d. I ſhall be ready to do it, + 
| when I am convinced that that Opinion is groundle/s : And ſince you in- , 
Y fiſt upon a publick Recantation for the Vindication of Mr. N. d, Pit 
make you this Offer, that if you will make a publick Recantation vi his. 
Opinion, and declare (without calling God to Witneſs) that you. now 
believe that Mr. V d never was in this Scheme of People's for; e 
unconverted Miniſters, that he never did endeavcur io propagate this Obi 
nion, that unconverted Miniſters ought not to continue in the Miniſtry, nor 
any Practice agreable to it, and that he never did aim at Peoples [Or ſa-. 
15 king unconverted Miniſters, nor endeavour that there .o ld 5 a Supply of 
. converted ones, as far as in bim lay, and that you wrong'd Mr. . 
| in taking up ſuch an Opinion, and bea bing of 40 others then I alſo 
wil 
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$ A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Clay, Ge. 


will make a public Recantation for reporting ſuch a Thing from a Gen- # 
tleman whoſe Opinion and Judgment in that Matter could not be depended 
upon, and defire the World to take no Notice of it as coming from you, | 


However, ſince you acknowledge, that this was once your declared 
Opinion, how then can this be true, that 20 Thought of Mr. / ds 
e ſaying or hinting any Thing of any Deſign of his of turning out any 
© Miniſters, or any Thing LIKE IT ever entered into your Heart, till 
* you heard of it as coming from Mr. Clap?“ I muſt leave others to re- 
& concile it if they can. But to uſe your Words, it is one of the moſt a- 
© enazing Things to me that ever I met with in my Life. 


Again you ſay, © Mr, W. was formerly in this Opinion and Scheme, Sc.“ | 


which implies that you ſuppoſe that he has lately laid it aſide. I wiſh 
1 knew what Evidence you have of that. Tis certain he has never made 
any publick Recantation of that Scheme; but thoſe who have practiced 
upon it by for/aking their Miniſters, ſtill adhere to him, and he till en- 


courages them by preaching at the ſeparate Meetings, as the Prints in- 


form us. If you could have produced any Evidence that Mr. pile 
field had recanted this Scheme, it would have been much more for his 

Honour, than to have pretended to deny that be was ever in it. 

And I can't ſee how you can, confiſtent with your ſelf, conntenance 

| his preaching, until it appears, either that you were miſtaten in your 

Opinion of his being formerly in this Scheme, or that he has lateriy made 
a Recanlation ob it, 5 


But to proceed, my Words are (and bring over Miniſters from Eng- 
Tand, S:otiand and Ireland] You ſay from England only, and have no 


Remembrance of Scotland or Jreiand. Here is ſome Difference in our 


Memories, but this is an immaterial Circumſtance in the Scheme, and not 
297 thy of any Diſpute. For if any Part of the preſent Miniſtry were to 
be diſcarded, and a Number of Foreigners brought over, it matters but 
:::tle whether they were all to come from England or ſome {rom Scot- 
and, Ireland or the Orphan- Houſe. Indeed in my former Letter, I men- 
tion ſundry Reaſons why I do verily believe, that you mentioned Scot- 
land and Ireland, and that Mr, V did intend to Bring ſome Candi- 


Gates from thence, and could now mention more; but as this is an fnma- 


2zrial Point, I ſhall wave it. And indeed you mention it and paſs it 
ever as if you laid but little Weight upon it. P. 11, 


My : 


by "of Litter from the Rev. Mr. Ct. A , ee. 
My Words are Land place them in their Room] Your Words ar 
LY "mY Mr. #—4 did aim at | People s forſaking unconverted Miniſters, and 
Ns endeavour that there ſhould be a Supply of converted Miniſters} Now 
this new Supply muſt necefarily be in the Room or Place of ſuch as were, 
forſaken. Tis true you fay in your Letter, that Mr. dict 
« {ay one Word of any Deſign of theſe Foreigners ſupplying the Pulbits of 
« other Miniſters, made "vacant by their being turned out.” But this in 
the Circumſtance of Things is neceſſarily implied, whether he particular- 
ly expreſ d it or not. For when any People have forſaken and diſcarded 
their Miniſter, they muſt have another in his Room, or elfe they mult 
live without ; and many of theſe muſt be Foreigners, becauſe our Colleges 
are in ſuch a dark State, as he repreſented them, that but a liltle Supply 
could be expected from them. Perhaps you will ſay, that cheſe 
« Foreigners were to ſettle only where Miniſters died, or in new Pariſhes, 
or to be confind to the Jerſeys and Penſylvania, and not come into 
% Nerv-Exgland“ But I would appeal to the Common Senſe of Man- 
kind, whether there be any rational Foundation for either of theſe Sup- 
poſitions. . And the conſtant Practice of the Tennant's \ in ſending their 
to our Separations proves the contrary. And therefore you 
might have ſpared that Clauſe in your Letter and Declaration, wherein 
> you fay, that Mr. /—— did not ſay that the Perſons ordained by the 
5 


Tennant's were to come into New: England ; ſince I never ſaid that you 
did fay fo, or that you mentioned Net England in par ticular, but the 
Nature of the Scheme, and the Practice of the Termant's makes it evi 
dent that ey were to come bere as well as to Other Places, 


In the laſt Place, I obſerve, that you ſay, P. 3. that tho" <« you have 
« on ſome Occaſions mentioned it as your Opinion that Mr. N. 
- <© was in this Opinion and Scheme, which poſſibly you might hear from 
b ofbers, yet I have no Remembrance of my having any Converſation 
with you about Things of this Nature.” Yet in P. 5. you fay, 
e that might be, and 1 might forget it,” and in P. 9. tho? I Remem- 
ber no Converſation about Mr. W— at that Time, yet it is poſſible I 
1385 4 might ſay to you, that Mr. V — did aim at People's forſaking uncon- 
verted Miniſters, and endeavour that there ſhould be a Supply of con- 
2 * yerted ones, Sc.“ Yet in P. 14th you ſeem to think, that *tis not 
very likely that you ſhould reveal ſuch a SE SERET to Me. I have be- 
+ Tore obſerved, that a principal Part of this Scheme that Mr, A endea - 
9 . ta | Siege. this Opinion e Fradbice of Tete for A ancon- 
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Leiten from ibe Rev. My, Cr Ap, Gr. 


Werted Miziſlers, and that be intended ſome where or other to pet a Sup- 
ly of. converted ones, was no Secret to me; and this you own vou ſard 
10 others 3 but as to this Part or Circumſtance, viz. that Mr. . told 
you that be intended to bring over a Number of young Men from England 
te be ordain'd by the Texnant's— & This was truly a Secret to me *cill 
I had it from von, and muſt have remain'd a Secret *till the Great- Day, 
unleſs you or fame other Perſon had revealed it to me. Now as you ſay 
in another Caſe, I challenge the whole World beſides 50%, to declare, if 
ever they gave me this Information; and therefore I think it falls but 
little ſhort of Demonſtration, that you muſt be the very Perſon who re- 


Draled this Secret to me, unleſs had it by immediate Revelation. 


C 70 ; | „ TP 4 V ö 
And thus I have conſidered your Words (by me quoted) in all the 


Conſtructions which they can poſſibly bear, as they are in themſelves, 


and as they ſtand related to any other Words in your Letters, which can 


n or alter the Senſe of them, and have conſidered all the 
Lvaſions which you have made, or might make, and after all am of the 
fame Opinion I was at firſt, that your Words muſt and will ſpeak the 
ſame Senſe. in Subſtance with mine, and can't be avoided without the 
plaineſt Quibbles and Equivocations ; and I leave the World to judge, 
whether I deſerve any ill Treatment from you for being of that Mind. 


That the Reader may have a comprehenſive View of the Whole, 


I ſhall ſet down my Words and yours in Contraſt in three Columns. 
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2 * Letter from ihe Rev. My. Cr Ar, Se. 
My Words. | 


Mr. E. faid, 
that Mr. Wm 


1 Your Declaration and Letter, 


I have no Remembrance that 
ever Mr, W. /aid any thing 1 
Mr. . was formerly in the ne = of any Defign off his of 
Opinion and Scheme ot People's | eyrning out- any Minifter--- on 
forſaking unconverted Minillers, | ever {0 much as hinted «- any thing 
which poſſibly you might hear of | ef that Nature, or of his bring- 
from others. P. 3, And I do ing over any Candidates fas 
ſuppoſe that he endeavoured to. Miniſtry from Scotland on 
propagate this Opinion, and a] l[reland, 1270 any Part of Ameris 
Practice agreable to it. P. 5.]ca, or from any Country in Eu- 
Tho' I remember no Converſa- rope into N. E. or that ever [ 
tion about Mr. J/*-- at that} reparied any /uch Thing ta Mr. 
Time, yet tis poſſible I might] C--- or any other Perſon ; or that 
ſay to you, that I believed that | ever any Thought ef Mr: W- d': 
Mr. H#--- did aim at People's for- } /aying or hinting any Thing like 
ſaking unconverted Miniſters, & either of thoſe Ihings ever entred 
to endeavour that there thouald (into my Heart, till I heard em 
be a Supply of converted Mini- | as coming from Mr, C P. 4. 
ſters, as far as in him lay. In the 7 have cane no part of his 
ſame Diſcourſe 'tis poſſible I Report, but have moſt /olemnis 
might mention what Mr. denied every Article of it. P. 11. 
told me of his Deſign of bring- | 
ing over a Number of young 
| Men from England to be or 
dain'd by the T. ts. P. 10. 


Your Letters to me, 


I have on fome Occaſions 
mention' d it as my Opinion, that 


he deſign'd to 
turn out the ge- 
nerality of Mi- 
niſters in the 
Country, and 
bring over Mi. 
niſters from Eng- 
land, Scotland & 
Treland, and 
place them 1n 
their Room. 
My Letter, P.4. 


betzween us. P. 13. it 15 my 1u- 
| diſpenſible Daty publickly to con- 
tradidt him. P. 15. 


Now let every Reader compare the Words as they here ſtand (a little. 
abridg*d for want of Room) and as they ſtand in your printed Letters, 
and ſee whether this great Contradiction lies between the 57 Column and 
the ſecond, or between the ſecond and the bird. n 
And J leave the World to judge, whether you have not treated me in 


a very unhandfom and unchriſtian Manner, in making ſuch a publick 
Noiſe and Clamour, and amuſing the World about a great Coutradiction 


between us, and caſting ſuch Reflections, and endeavouring to begin a 


publick and perſonal Controverſy with me, altho' you could not do it 
without contradicting yourſelf, I could with the greateſt Juſtice return 
back many of your unhandiom Reflections in your own Words, but the 
Scripture as well as my own Inclination forbid me to render Evil for 


Evil, and Railing for Railing; and I am ſo far from it, that I freely for- 


There i; a great Contradidion © 
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give you, tho* you never ask it, or ſee Need of it, I hope that for the | 


future your Time will be be/ter employ'd. 
I remain, "KEV, Fir, Ow 
Four humble Servant, 


New- Haven, April 2. 
1745+ 
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